Y11 Power & Conflict Knowledge Booklet
Contents: 
1. Context for each poem: the sentences in the final column can be put directly into an essay. 
2. Essay plans grouped by theme. 
3. Model thesis and paragraph
4. Practice questions. 
How to revise: 
1. Make flashcards with the context/plans on. 
2. Get someone at home to test you. 
3. Reduce the flashcards down to a few key words. 
4. Test again. 
5. Reduce the flashcards down to key pictures/symbols. 
6. Test again. 
7. Plan an essay without the knowledge booklet in front of you. 
8. Check it against the knowledge booklet. 
9. Write the essay – get feedback from your teacher. 
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	Poem 
	Summary
	Context 

	Ozymandias by Percy Shelley 
	A traveller describes a ruined statue that lies in the desert. The inscription (writing) on the pedestal claims that this was once the statue and kingdom of a King, Ozymandias. The statue is ruined however and the kingdom no longer exists, highlighting how the King’s power has not lasted.  
	· This statue is thought to be of Ramesses II, an Egyptian Pharaoh. The Egyptian Pharaohs believed they were Gods in a mortal form and their legacy would last forever. This is evident in the poem when… 
· Shelley opposed King George III, who he felt was an oppressive monarch, involving his country in meaningless conflicts. Criticism of this oppressive rule is evident when…  

	London by William Blake
	Blake writes about what he notices as he walks through London’s streets. He sees the poverty of the working class and the suffering of those who are not looked after by the wealthy and the monarchy. He criticises the oppressive systems which have led to this suffering.  
	· In London during this time, there was no government aid for those who were out of work or living on the poverty line. Blake criticises this lack of care when… 
· Blake was appalled by the terrible conditions the poor lived in and used to take frequent walks around the city to see the shocking effects of industrialisation. He details this when… 

	Bayonet Charge by Ted Hughes 
	A soldier snaps to consciousness suddenly in the midst of running across a battlefield. He runs towards the enemy trench but struggles to carry his heavy gun. He questions why he is fighting and starts to realise that the things propaganda promised him are not true.  
	· Perhaps Hughes was inspired by the experience of his father, who fought in WW1 and was traumatised by the things he witnessed. This could be why Hughes brings the brutality of war to life in the line ‘...’ 
· During WW1, vulnerable young men, many of them under 18 and not trained, were lured into war by propaganda which glamourised the experience as an adventure. Hughes challenges this perception of was when he describes ‘...’. 

	The Charge of the Light Brigade by Alfred Tennyson 
	Tennyson (the poet) celebrates the sacrifice made by soldiers in The Battle of Balaclava. Their commanders made a mistake and sent them to their death but Tennyson writes about it as a military success, celebrating the soldier's bravery and devotion. 
	· Alfred Tennyson was the Poet Laureate. The Poet Laureate is appointed by the monarchy and is expected to produce verse for significant national occasions. In this way, they are the mouthpiece of the King or Queen of the country. Tennyson’s patriotism is evident when… 
· The poem reports the disastrous events at the Battle of Balaclava of the Crimean War in 1854. Following a mistake by commanders, soldiers were ordered to attack a well-fortified artillery unit, resulting in mass deaths. These mistakes are brushed over when… 

	Tissue by Imitaz Dharker

	Tissue is an exploration of human identity, power and the fragility of human life. 
	· This poem is from a collection called, ‘The Terrorist at My Table’, written when her partner was dying of cancer. It seems to ask, when the world is moving so fast, how do we keep up? This sentiment is reflected in… 
· Dharker writes about all the different uses of paper and considers how something so fragile and breakable can have so much power over us.

	The Emigree by Carol Rumens

	A child has been forced to leave their homeland due to tyrannical leadership causing it to become unsafe. The child describes how the memory of their homeland remains with them and brings them comfort by describing it throughout the poem as different objects such as a doll and sunlight. Although she does not fit in to the new place she is living, her memories continue to bring her joy. 
	· Rumens was born in London but also lived in Belfast and Wales and has travelled widely in Russia and Eastern Europe. Much of her poetry often reflects on the relationship between identity and culture which is perhaps reflected in the line, ‘...’ 
· Neither the city nor the country is ever named in the poem and this lack of specific detail seems intentional. It is as if Rumens wants her poem to be relevant to as many people who have left their homelands as possible, which is perhaps reflected in the line/phrase, ‘...’ 

	Poppies by Jane Weir

	A mother shares her experiences of her son going to war. She recounts his childhood, the moment she had to let him go and describes the struggle to come to terms with the loss of her identity as a mother. 
	· Weir gives a voice to the parents whose children have left for war, but whose grief is rarely spoken about. This struggle to come to terms with letting go a of a child is illustrated in the line...’...’
· After the poem was published, Weir was inundated (overwhelmed) with letters from mothers of children in the military. Perhaps this is because she so clearly depicts the difficulty of coming to terms with the loss of one’s parental role in the line...’...’

	Extract from The Prelude by William Blake

	The poem is about the journey of a young boy who steals a boat. He doesn't travel very far, when he becomes fearful of the mountains that surround him. He quickly returns home but the experience haunts him.
	· The poem is autobiographical and depicts Blake’s journey from childhood into adolescence. His initial childish naivety is best captured in the line ‘...’
· Wordsworth is a Romantic poet. The Romantics had a deep appreciation of nature, evident in the poem when… 

	Storm on the Island by Seamus Heaney 
	The poem is about an island community preparing for an oncoming storm. Initially, they feel as though they are prepared as they know the island well and think that they have used it to their advantage, however, by the end of the poem, it becomes clear that the islanders underestimated the storm’s power. 
	· Heaney was a Northern Irish poet who often wrote about his childhood and his homeland. 
· The first eight letters of the poem’s title spell ‘Stormont’, the name given to the Northern Irish parliament buildings. This hints that the ‘storm’ could be a metaphor for some of the violent political disturbances between Catholics and Protestants during ‘The Troubles’. 
· By the end of the poem, it becomes clear that the islanders were not ready for the storm; Heaney’s message might be that nobody can prepare for the destruction and devastation of war. 

	Exposure by Wilfred Owen

	Wilfred Owen's poem focuses on the misery felt by World War One soldiers waiting overnight in the trenches. Although nothing is happening and there is no fighting, there is still danger because they are exposed to the extreme cold and their wait through the night is terrifying.
	· World War I lasted for four years and took the lives of over nine million soldiers and seven million civilians. This discard for human life is evident when… 
· The poem details life in the trenches in which soldiers were exposed to harsh weather and terrible conditions. This is evident when…  

	War Photographer by Carol Ann Duffy

	The poem follows the journey of a man who returns from a war-torn land to develop his photographs. The pictures remind him of his experiences and the atrocities which are happening abroad. The violence in the war zones is contrasted with the unconcerned attitude of the Western world.
	· Duffy was inspired to write the poem by her friend, Don Mccullin, the famous was poet, who, having witnessed a man being blown up by a mortar bomb only a few feet away, suffered from PTSD and said he was ‘retiring from darkness’. Duffy captures these feeling of ‘darkness’ in the line ‘...’. 

	Kamikaze by Beatrice Garland

	A Japanese suicide bomber prepares to board his plane and set off on his mission. Whilst flying over the ocean, however, he recalls memories of his childhood and these cause him to return to his family. Upon returning, he is rejected from his community for bringing shame on his family. 
	· Garland first began composing the poem in the aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist attacks on the twin towers, asking herself, ‘what prompts young people to sacrifice themselves for what they deem a higher cause?’. This theme of sacrifice is reflected in the poem when... 
· Japanese Kamikaze missions were sold to society as the height of honour, showing your willingness to sacrifice yourself for your family and your country. More recently, however, the practise has been criticised, perhaps reflected in the line, ‘...’ 

	Remains by Simon Armitage
	The speaker describes the experience of shooting a looter (a robber) when on patrol in a foreign land. The memory haunts him and develops into PTSD. Despite the fact that he does home on leave and uses drugs and alcohol to try to get rid of the memory, he is not able to escape it.  
	· Armitage wrote the poem for a documentary called ‘The Not Dead’ which was about the impact of war on soldiers when they returned home; he explores the consequences of war when… 
· The poem explores PTSD in soldiers and the severe psychological impact these war memories can have when…  

	Checking Out Me History by John Agard

	The speaker explores the ways in which Black history and culture is excluded from white history books and teaching. The speaker lists famous figures of British education (Nelson, nursery rhymes, Dick Whittington) and highlights how we do not know the same about Black icons such as Nanny de Maroon and Mary Seacole. Through the poem, Agard is opposing the colonial oppression of the past. 
	· Agard was born in Guyana in the West Indies (Caribbean). Guyana became independent in 1966 but before that, it was a British colony subject to colonial oppression. Such as oppression is referenced through... 
· Throughout the poem, Agard writes in his own Caribbean dialect, suggesting that the Caribbean voice has just as much right to be heard than the British one. This use of dialect as a form of resistance to oppression is evident when... 

	My Last Duchess by Robert Browning
	A Duke walks with a visitor through his painting gallery. He draws back the curtains on a painting of his late wife, who is now dead. He tells the visitor of his disappointments in his wife and how she used to flirt with other men. He hints that he may have had her murdered. We are left wondering whether we can believe his versions of events or whether he is simply a cruel and oppressive husband. 
	· This poem is based on two historical figures: Duke Alfonso II d’Este (1533–97), an Italian duke who married a young girl, Lucrezia de’ Medici, in 1558. Lecrezia was only 17 when she died and it was rumoured that she had been poisoned by the Duke. The Duke’s character is revealed when… 
· The character of the Duke is also reminiscent of Robert Browning’s Father-in-law who was so controlling they eloped to Italy to escape him. This controlling nature is evident when… 



	Essay plans for questions on war/conflict

	‘Remains’ vs ‘War Photographer’

Possible Question Focus: 

· Compare how both poets present the experience of war. 

· Compare how both poets present the consequences of war. 

	Thesis: Both poems explore memories of war and the lasting impact the experience has on an individual. While ‘Remains’ highlights the guilt felt by soldiers due to their actions during war, ‘War Photographer’ illustrates the duty a war photographer has, to expose the horrors of war to the public.  

Paragraph 1: In ‘Remains’ Armitage highlights the long-lasting impact of trauma through a soldier's inability to forget traumatic experiences.
· ‘On another occasion, we get sent out to tackle looters...probably armed, possibly not.’ 
· ‘He’s here in my head when I dose my eyes dug in behind enemy lines’
· ‘Then I’m home on leave. But I blink and he bursts again.’

Paragraph 2: Duffy illustrates how the war photographer is left traumatised following conflict whereas the public easily forget about the traumas of war. 
· ‘Spools of suffering set out in ordered rows’ 
· ‘A hundred agonies in black and white’ 
· ‘A reader’s eyeballs prick with tears between the bath and pre-lunch beers’




	‘Bayonet Charge’ vs ‘Charge of the light brigade’

Possible Question Focus: 
Possible Question Focus: 

· Compare how both poets present the experience of war. 


	Thesis: Both poems expose the dangers soldiers suffer in war. Whilst in ‘Bayonet Charge’, Hughes explores how this danger desensitises vulnerable young soldiers, in ‘COLB’, Tennyson glorifies the soldiers’ bravery in fighting, and dying, for their country. 

Paragraph 1: In ‘Bayonet Charge’ Hughes questions patriotism by exposing how soldiers were vulnerable and powerless during war.
· ‘Suddenly he awoke and was running’ 
· ‘He lugged a rifle numb as a smashed arm’
· ‘King, honour, human dignity etc’

Paragraph 2: In ‘Charge of the Light Brigade’ Tennyson celebrates the soldiers’ courage in the face of danger.
· ‘Jaws of death’, ‘mouth of hell’
· ‘theirs not to make reply…theirs but to do or die’
· ‘Cannon to right of them, cannon to left of them’

	Kamikaze vs Poppies 

Possible Question Focus: 

· Compare how both poets present the experience of war. 

· Compare how both poets present the consequences of war. 

	Thesis:  Both poems explore the impact of conflict on relationships. Whilst in Kamikaze, Rumens depicts the consequences for a soldier who has brought dishonour on his family by returning from war, in Poppies, Weir illustrates a mother’s longing for her child to return from war. 

Paragraph 1: In Kamikaze, Rumens conveys how the pilot, who is initially brainwashed into war by the government, is persuaded to return home by the memories of his childhood.

· Kam: ‘...a shaven head/ Full of powerful incantations’
· Kam: ‘... but half-way there she thought/ ...he must have looked down at the little fishing boats strung out like bunting.’
· Kam: ‘And sometimes, she said, he must have wondered/ which had been the better way to die.’


Paragraph 2:  in Poppies, the mother remembers her son’s childhood as she tries to come to terms with loss of her son to war.  

· P: ‘All my words flattened, rolled, turned into felt, slowly melting.’
· P: ‘I was brave…the world overflowing like a treasure chest… intoxicated.’
· P: ‘After you'd gone I went into your bedroom, released a song bird from its cage. Later a single dove flew from the pear tree.’





	Exposure vs Bayonet Charge 

· Compare how both poets present the experience of war. 

	Thesis: Both poems depict the terror and suffering experienced by soldiers at war. Whilst in exposure, Owen challenges propaganda by exposing the boredom and brutal conditions at war, in Bayonet Charge, Hughes challenges propaganda by highlighting how many soldiers were inexperienced leaving them defenceless in battle. 

Paragraph 1: In ‘Exposure’, Owen highlights the soldiers are powerless against the elements and slowly lose hope.
· Exp: ‘Our brains ache, in the merciless iced east winds that knive us
· Exp: ‘All their eyes are ice
· Exp: ‘For love of God seems dying’/’But nothing happens’


Paragraph 2: In ‘Bayonet Charge’, Hughes criticises how soldiers’ lack of experience left them vulnerable and powerless in battle.

· BC: ‘Suddenly he awoke and was running – raw, in raw-seamed hot khaki’
· BC: ‘He lugged a rifle numb as a smashed arm’
· BC: ‘King, honour, human dignity etc’





Essay plans for question about identity 
	‘Kamikaze’ vs. ‘The Emigree’ 

Possible Question Focus: 

· Compare how both poets present the power of memory.

· Compare how both poets present ideas about identity.  






	Thesis: 
Both poems explore how the customs and traditions of our homeland shape our identity. In ‘Kamikaze’, Garland explores how the rejection of one’s cultural traditions can lead to isolation and rejection from that culture. In ‘The Emigree’, however, Rumens reveals how one’s cultural traditions and customs stay with them, despite being displaced from them geographically. 

Paragraph 1: In ‘Kamikaze’, Garland explores how even though the customs of the pilot’s homeland and childhood shape who he is, they also lead to his ostracisation. 
· Kam: ‘...a shaven head/ Full of powerful incantations’ 
· Kam: ‘And though he came back/my mother never spoke again/in his presence...’ 
· Kam: ‘And sometimes, she said, he must have wondered/ which had been the better way to die.’

Paragraph 2: In ‘The Emigree’, the speaker’s memories of their cultural heritage continues to shape their identity, despite their having to leave the country at a young age. 
· ‘my memory of it is sunlight clear’, ‘...it may be sick with tyrants,/ but I am branded by an impression of sunlight.’
· ‘The worst news I receive of it cannot break/ my original view, the bright, filled paperweight.’
· ‘I comb its hair and love its shining eyes.’

	‘Checking Out Me History’ vs. ‘The Emigree’ 

Possible Question Focus: 

· Compare how both poets present ideas about identity.  




	Thesis: 
Both Agard and Rumens explore how our identity is shaped by the places we grow up in. In ‘Checking Out Me History’, Agard considers the ways in which the English curriculum does not teach Black history and culture and thus reveals how this part of his identity has been hidden from him. In ‘The Emigree’, however, the speaker feels connected to their homeland, despite having been forced to leave it at a young age.

Paragraph 1: In ‘Checking Out Me History’, Agard that the exclusion of black history from the British curriculum has meant that part of his identity is barred to him. 
· ‘Dem tell me/ Dem tell me/ Wha dem want to tell me’ 
· ‘Bandage up me eye with me own history/ Blind me to my own identity’
· ‘But now I checking out me own history/I carving out me identity’

Paragraph 2: In ‘The Emigree’, the speaker’s cultural heritage continues to shape their identity, despite their being geographically separated from it. 
· ‘my memory of it is sunlight clear’, ‘...it may be sick with tyrants,/ but I am branded by an impression of sunlight.’
· ‘The worst news I receive of it cannot break/ my original view, the bright, filled paperweight.’
· ‘I comb its hair and love its shining eyes.’

	‘Poppies’ vs. ‘The Emigree’ 

Possible Question Focus: 

· Compare how both poets present the power of memory.
· Compare how both poets present ideas about identity.  




	Thesis:  Both ‘Poppies’ and ‘The Emigree’ explore how feelings of loss and grief shape our identity. In ‘Poppies’, Weir demonstrates the emotional impact that the death of a child has on a mother’s sense of self, whilst in ‘The Emigree’, Rumens demonstrates the power of memory in forming identity through the speaker’s positive perception of her homeland.  

Paragraph 1: In ‘Poppies’, Weir explores how a mother’s identity is impacted by the loss pf her son. 

· “All my words flattened, rolled, turned into felt, slowly melting.”
· ‘I was brave…the world overflowing like a treasure chest… intoxicated.’
· ‘After you'd gone I went into your bedroom, released a song bird from its cage. Later a single dove flew from the pear tree.’

Paragraph 2: In ‘The Emigree’, the speaker’s identity is tied to her fond memories of her homeland which continues to give the speaker hope, even though she can never return there.
· ‘There was once a country… I left it as a child’
·  ‘the original view, the bright filled paperweight’
· ‘It may be at war, it may be sick with tyrants but I am branded by an impression of sunlight’


	‘Tissue’ vs. ‘London’

Possible Question Focus: 

· Compare how both poets present ideas about identity. 





	Thesis: Both ‘Tissue’ and ‘London’ explore how identity is constructed as a result of the social structures that surround us. Whilst in ‘London’, Blake explores how identity is fixed and formed by social and economic conditions, in ‘Tissue’, Dharker criticises the impact that social division has on a person’s identity. 

Paragraph 1: In ‘London’, Blake explores how societal oppression and the harsh realities of living in poetry defines a person’s identity. 

· ‘Marks of weakness, marks of woe’
· ‘The mind-forg'd manacles I hear’ 
· 'And the hapless Soldiers sigh runs in blood down Palace walls’

Paragraph 2: In ‘Tissue’, Dharker explores how identity is fragile and transient.

· ‘Fine slips…what was paid by credit card might fly our lives like paper kites.’
· ‘…Maps too. The sun shines through their borderlines,’ 
· ‘Paper that lets the light shine through, this is what could alter things.’




Essay plans for power/oppression
	‘Checking Out Me History’ vs. ‘London’

Possible Question Focus: 

Compare how both poets present oppressive power. 



	Thesis:  Both poems explore how individuals can be powerless against institutions. In ‘Checking Out Me History’, Agard explores how one can be powerless when faced with a racist institution, while in ‘London’, it is the institution of society – particularly the monarchy and the wealthy – that makes the poor powerless.

Paragraph 1: Agard explores how individuals and minority groups can resist oppression by institutional systems.

· ‘Dem tell me/ Dem tell me/ Wha dem want to tell me’
· ‘Bandage up me eye with me own history/ Blind me to my own identity’
· ‘But now I checking out me own history/I carving out me identity’

Paragraph 2: Blake criticises institutional oppression and demonstrates how resistance to oppression is futile. 

· ‘I wander thro' each charter'd street,/ Near where the charter'd Thames does flow.’
· ‘The mind-forg'd manacles I hear’ 
· 'And the hapless Soldiers sigh/ Runs in blood down Palace walls’ 

	My Last Duchess vs Ozymandias 


· Compare how both poets present oppressive power. 
















	Thesis: Both poems show how power can corrupt. Whilst in My Last Duchess, Browning illustrates the effects of abusive power in a relationship, Shelley highlights the dangers of rulers who hold absolute power. 

Paragraph 1: Browning illustrates how the Duke continues to exercise power over the Duchess, even in death 

· MLD: That’s my last Duchess painted on the wall,/Looking as if she were alive.” 
· MLD: “I gave commands;/then all smiles stopped together.”
· MLD: “Notice Neptune, though,/taming a seahorse,”


Paragraph 2: Shelley illustrates how Ozymandias’ oppressive power is transient. 

· Ozy: “Half sunk a shattered visage lies.”
· Ozy: “My name is Ozymandias king of kings: look on my works yeh Mighty and despair.”
· Ozy: “boundless and bare/the lone and level sands stretched far away.”




Essay plans for power of nature vs human power
	Exposure vs Storm on the Island: 

· Explore how both poets present the power of nature. 




	Thesis: Both poems depict nature as a powerful and unconquerable force. Whilst in ‘Exposure’, Owen presents the elements as the soldiers’ primary enemy, in ‘Storm on the Island’, Heaney highlights how the islanders are powerless in the face of the storm. 

Paragraph 1: In Exposure, Owen shows how the soldiers accept their powerlessness in the face of the elements.
· ‘Our brains ache, in the merciless iced east winds that knive us
·  ‘Watching, we hear mad gusts tugging on the wire, Like twitching agonies of men among its brambles’
· ‘All their eyes are ice’

Paragraph 2: In Storm on the Island, Heaney highlights the extreme power of the storm, which renders the islanders defenceless. 
· ‘For love of God seems dying’
· ‘Exploding comfortably...spits like a tame cat turned savage’
· ‘We are bombarded with the empty air.....It is a huge nothing that we fear.’ 


	Prelude vs Storm on the Island: 

· Explore how both poets present the power of nature. 




	Thesis: Both poems highlight the power of nature. Whilst in Prelude, the speaker eventually realises the significance of nature’s power, in Storm on the Island, the speaker eventually realises how insignificance of their attempts to prepare for the storm. 

Paragraph 1: Wordsworth highlights how the speaker is initially naïve to nature’s power, but eventually realises the beauty in its power. 
· ‘a huge peak, black and huge.../Upreared its head.’ 
· ‘...My boat/went heaving through the water like a swan.’ 
· ‘Small circles glittering/idly in the moon…sparkling light’ 
Paragraph 2: In Storm on the Island, Heaney illustrates the insignificance of the islanders’ attempts to prepare for the storm as they come to terms with the formidable power of nature. 
· ‘listen to the thing you fear
Forgetting that it pummels your house too.’ 
· ‘Exploding comfortably...spits like a tame cat turned savage’
· ‘It is a huge nothing that we fear.’ 


	'Tissue’ vs ‘London’

· Explore how both poets present the power of nature. 



	Thesis: Both poems criticise human obsession with power. Whilst in ‘Tissue’, Dharker contrasts the transience of human power against the power of nature, in ‘London’, Blake exposes how those in power believe they can control and oppress both nature and the poor. 

Paragraph 1: In ‘London’, Blake criticises how the oppressive societal institutions attempt to control both people and nature. 

· ‘I wander thro' each charter'd street, near where the charter'd Thames does flow.’
· ‘Marks of weakness, marks of woe’
· 'And the hapless Soldiers sigh runs in blood down Palace walls’

Paragraph 2:  In ‘Tissue’, Dharker explores how human power is transient compared to the lasting power of nature.  

· ‘If buildings were paper, I might feel their drift, see how easily they fall away on a sigh, a shift in the direction of the wind.’
· ‘Maps too. The sun shines through their borderlines, the marks that rivers make, roads, railtracks, mountainfolds.
· Tissue: ‘Paper that lets the light shine through, this is what could alter things.’






Model Thesis and Paragraph: 
Both poets are critical of those who desire absolute power and who choose to use it in an immoral and abusive way. Whilst in My Last Duchess, Browning illustrates the effects of abusive power in a relationship, Shelley highlights the dangers of rulers who hold absolute power and the futility of human power. 
In Browning’s dramatic monologue, he highlights the duke’s abusive power. Browning was inspired by the historical figure, Duke Alfonso de Ferrara, whose young wife died in mysterious circumstances. This is reflected in the poem when the duke introduces the listener to the painting of his dead wife with an undertone of callousness which is instantly unsettling. The fact that he introduces her as ‘My last Duchess’, highlights not only his possessive nature, but also his desire to collect items of high value and boast them as a representation of his power. In this context, the word ‘last’ lends gravity the idea that the Duchess herself is simply part of a collection, and therefore easily disposable. The duke doesn’t appear to be showing his listener a portrait of his late wife, for whom he is still grieving. The duke’s egocentricity and obsession with his ‘nine hundred years old name’ is reinforced by his use of her formal title as opposed to ‘wife’. As the poem continues, the duke explains how ‘none puts by the curtain [he] has drawn for you but [him]’. The curtain allows him not only to control who sees the Duchess, whom he views as his own private property, but also what the Duchess is able to see. Perhaps this is because, as we later learn, ‘her looks went everywhere’ suggesting that when she was alive, the duke was unable to ‘tame’ the Duchess into submission, and therefore enjoys the opportunity to do this now she is dead. 
Similarly, in Ozymandias, Shelley highlights the pharaoh’s egocentricity and oppressive control over his subjects. Shelley explores the obsession with power through the statue of the pharaoh which is inspired by the statue of Rameses II; indeed, Rameses II was famed for the many statues he had built in his own honour. Shelley describes how the sculptor was able to capture the ‘wrinkled lip and sneer of cold command’ on Ozymandias’ face. Here, the poet illustrates Ozymandias’ enjoyment at the cruelty he inflicts on his subjects as indicated by the verb ‘sneer’. The repetition of plosive sounds may have been used by Shelley to mimic the pharaoh’s abrasive nature and help us to imagine the way in which he would have oppressed his people. It is clear from this description that Ozymandias saw himself as superior, which may have been why Shelley describes the statue as being on a ‘pedestal’. The words on the pedestal are ironic as they tell the reader to ‘look on my works ye mighty and despair’, emphasising Ozymandias naivety in his belief that his power would be immortalised through the statue, which is now ‘shattered’ and ‘trunkless’ and surrounded by ‘lone and level sands’ which ‘stretch far away’. The alliteration in this last line could be intended to mirror the echoing sound of the wind that would have been audible in the vast expanse surrounding the ruins. Through these descriptions, and the narrative, a story passed down by a traveller from an ‘antique land’, Shelley seems to be mocking Ozymandias obsession with his power, in a similar way to Browning ridiculing the duke’s obsession with his title and status. As Romantic poets and social disruptors, it is unsurprising that both Shelley and Browning are critical of those who use desire absolute power and use it immorally.   

Practice questions [you will need your anthology to look at the printed poem]. 
War: 
Compare how both poets compare experiences of war in ‘Bayonet Charge’ and one other poem from the Power & Conflict anthology. [30 marks] 
Compare how both poets present the effects of war in ‘Poppies’ and one other poem from the Power & Conflict anthology.  [30 marks]

Identity:
Compare how both poets present ideas about identity in ‘The Emigree’ and one other poem from the Power and Conflict anthology. [30 marks] 
Compare how both poets present ideas about identity in ‘Checking Out Me History and one other poem from the Power and Conflict anthology. [30 marks] 

Power/Oppression:
Compare how both poets present ideas about power in ‘My Last Duchess’ and one other poem from the Power & Conflict anthology. [30 marks]

Essay plans for power of nature vs human power
Compare how both poets present the power of nature in ‘Exposure’ and one other poem from the Power & Conflict anthology. [30 marks]
Compare how both poets present the power of nature in ‘Extract from the Prelude’ and one other poem from the Power & Conflict anthology. [30 marks]


